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Secondly, there is the interest of workmanship. The
architect and sculptor have put their thought into its
planning and decoration. These two interests are directly
personal.

Thirdly, there is the interest of nationality. The
building informs us not only of the craftsman's conscious-
ness, but of the nation's. The religious and secular
ideals of medieval England, its hopes and fears, its view
of Nature and of Man, its outlook upon the time and its
conceptions of a future life were expressed more
adequately in churches than in any other form.

Fourthly, there is the interest of organic character.
Let us consider what we mean by that hard-worked
philosophic term "organism." In part we only mean
that the thing denoted has life, whatever the qualities
of life may be. This meaning, obviously, is not in
question here. But also we mean that the thing
possesses a definite meaning and purpose which pervades
the parts, so that they are instrumental or " organic " to
it. The more thorough the pervasion of the meaning,
and the more elaborately the parts are shaped to express
it, the more organic the organism. To us the human
body, the instrument of personal life, is the supreme
organism, because the meaning which it subserves is to
us supreme. And thus we tend to view as quasi-personal
every totality which subserves meaning in a way
analogous to the human body. So it is with the
cathedral; and with every building that has a worthy
meaning. Every material structure which is an object
of our unselfish interest, we tend to regard as possessing
an almost human individuality. That is why the sailor
speaks of his ship as " she." That also is why we often
resent alterations in a favourite building which a stranger
would recognise as improvements.

Fifthly, there is the interest of the vitality of the
parts. To a sympathetic vision the stones and beams
of the cathedral are severally instinct with life. The
strong straight pillars sustain the upper fabric with an air
of well-girt purpose; the arches spring; the timbers knit